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they e their own objection, and mention 
one amongſt the many proofs we have for 

the truth of that Religion they would detract 
from: for the wiſer Few mentioned in the As 
could have. told them, that if i it had not been 
of God, it would have come to nought; and 
therefore the wonderful progreſs it made in 
the world, the ſettling a ſtanding Miniſtry in 
the Church, and the honours and rewards its 
profeſſors partook of, are no of its be» 
ing a cunningly deviſed Fable, invented; culti- 
vated and finiſhed by ſpeculative and deſigns 
ing men; but rather ſure and infallible marks 
of the Divine inſpiration, bleſſing, and favour, 
which ſo viſibly cheriſned and ſupported it 

Goring infne Nate, c widely propuged 
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0 © its growth, WOE ee Gia i „ 
nm 45 it in its e, and e e 1 


Ig no proof of its inſpiration, becauſe M 
 Faniſm, a religion abſurd and ric 
made a greater progreſs in a ſhorte 
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If it hin objefied iu that alike _ 2 


iculous; has 
this can be no parallel; becauſe that was. Rowe 
ted by fire, ſword and perſecution : where 

as Chriſtianity prevailed 1 in the world by more 


gentle and cafy means; it only forced the aſſent 

by the Miracles, which attended its progreſs; 
and won it by the ae e heReN 
e eee 9 


3 


8 ated not fay after og that the objection 
is . Ble in fact, that the Apoſtles were ſo far 
from aiming at riches and grandeur, that they 


conſtantly rejected them; and if any had ever 
reaſon to complain of the miſeries of liſe, 
theſe were the men: Which ſhews farther, 


that there could be no pleaſure expected _ | 


eſe re in _ EEE 


N 
hey + icktbiog 8 an ee 
world for their doct ine and advice but ſcor * | 
1 e freeing 


* e 


But to this perhaps i it will till be 
the event itſelf is not ſo much to be confider 


2 
were ſo too; but bat N 
1 por 


ng only _ 


- abi have no N hopes of this; ; 
Vet it will be objected, that there is ſtill * A 
;ty of im 
to reputation; if they could got none, 
had however none to Joſe; and in regard to 
riches, the ſame: and it muſt y be 
looked upon as a competent acquiſition of 
both by men of their low fortunes and ras 
tion, to be eſteemed as Oracles by their fol- 
„ and have all thing laid at heir fot, 


t farther ; as to 'of life it could 
itted all Gods, and had ſo little knowledge 
of, or regard to the Chriſtians, that they were 
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1 | t FO 1 e: nongſt t them like the Jew, 
once 3 0 0 the Roman Hiſtran 
of RO times, I 


New to ne ctior S 
i. That though the Apoſtles were not placed 
amongſt the great ones of the earth, and con- 

ſequently could not be depri ved of magnificent 

© titles and popular applauſe; yet ſtill they had 
the moſt ſalid and valuable reputation, that of 
good men to loſe: and then in regard to riches, 
though callections certainly were made, and 
at their diſpoſal ; yet they neither had theſe in 
view at firſt, nor often made uſe of them after. 
wards ; And Saint Paul in more places than 
one aſſures us, . 
end uns burdenſome ta none. 8 


OR to n! is n Radien it ad 
indeed begin amongſt the Jes, but was car- 
ried on amongſt the Gentiles; and notwith- 
ſtanding the confeſſed intercommunity of 
Gods, yet the preaching againſt them all was 
injurious enough, and ſufficient to bring on 
I Cor. 9. 14. 2Cor. 11.7,12, &c. As 20. 34 


| "So that fren may pretend what they pleſ eg 


— — and Oo 


- muſt be 0 r dark, that 4 
they could expect no ſupport or comfort Hom W 
themſelves or others; from heaven above, or 
hell me 3 could 


; 
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RT ON es as ata 


tine was 9 deſtruRtve of h intereſts 
0 nN N 


A hs Fork of one e el, e — 

after all this, the dit of man can invent againſt 
the Teſtimony of the / Apoſtles ; which is, 
| that they were Enthuſiaſts and Madmen, that 
they had no views of honqur, profit, or plea- 
fire, but acted at random, ſubſcribed unknow- 
ingly to a falſhood, and died for a. Religion, 
W bad no 1 nere oy in their 
nations, 8. Gees l are 


. To this Objedtion 1 we ſhall wks 8 con- 
ceſſions, allow (what to ſome may ſeem im- 
= that ſuch wp; ap have been done; 


* 
# 


nay even in this lbs waſh maß the Globe, | 
the Iſland in which we dwell, in ſome late 
times of confuſion men of this ſtamp and cha- 
racter have appeared: who have even died at 
the ſtake for impious and fanatical notions, and 
thought they did God ſervice in n 8 


dut Murther and Rebellion to the — TORY 
But 
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6f Chriſtians 1 in all 


mention of the Miracles of our Saviour, not 


not only becauſe 
55 ed a ( 
in them will be at larg 


ages of S Wor 
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5 And indeed there ſeems to be 
his ſilence in this parti 
the jealouſly. of the 
ſo great, that even Ye /pafian himſelf o one of the 
wiſeſt and moſt couragious of their Ours, 

could not free himſelf from the diſturbance 3 it 
created, till he had cauſed the whole offspring 
of David to be eut off e 
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ats his ener 


reaſon | fog his | 2 —— 
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4 Daubuz, ibid.  Euſeb: fiſt Fede 68. 
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1 8.1 Heat en 2 * "> 


of Chi | uty „that brift did not deſcend from 
the Croſs to list the ſtubborn Few; ſo it can 


be no objection againſt the truth of Miracles, 
that freſh ones do not ftill continue to be 
wrou ght to atisfy the ſtubborn 4, a 


apts to turn the Seals 


| When once there is enou 


on the fide of truth, whatever elſe is put in 
is altogether unneceſſary; it is but humouring a 
vitiated judgement, and a vain curioſity: for to 


ſuch an height will men's prejudices carry them, 


that if ance they deny probability, they are in 
ftration ; if once they 
refuſe to hearken to Moſes and the Prophets, | 


danger of denying dem 


they will not be perfwaded ns one ro 222 
the dead. 125 


And indeed his iſ for the yy part 


"panda happen in the conduct of men; for 
if they will entertain groundleſs ſuſpicions, there 


is no reaſon why they ſhould not proceed ta 


abſolute denials : — Scepticiſm is the natural 


and genuine Parent of utter Infidelity : and if 


a man will not allow one truth to be probable, 
he may as conſiſtently not allow another to be 
certain : if, * becauſe of the follies 


— 


80 chat as it is no objection againſt the Truth 


he NT for the: e very: fame reaſon a deny chat 


deny that at preſent we have a Frans on the 

thrones and if ho advances c one p farther, be 

| — bores loſe their ks —_ 

once they begin to pervert and abuſe it; and 

ſuch prodigious and unaccountable creatures as 

well in common life, as ieee muſk - 
AFTER ic appear, wire 2118 


- Inflead tee a vain enquiry i int 1005 5 
eaſons why God did not us a clearer 
light, we ought rather to admit' and; make che 


8 x wo, 1 7 a Dine tie 


g e gra bje ect 
ey are no gr eater, b | 3; 


8 240 ITE 


_ Thoſe - Objections are ads 2 Ideen : 

' which do not ſubvert the Truth of the Fact; 
and that light can never be ſaid to be glimmer- 
Ing or inſufficient, which if rightly and duly 


obſerved will lead us to heaven, „ 


ik} e a little mes what! ee * 7 


10 Our Religion, we conf; 1s wig a PTY: f | 


Syſter, nor. could it well be any other; it 
boaſts of no infallible Proof, or abſolute De- 5 
onions: z nor, if it did, could there be an 
merit in believing it. — It is poſſible that Mi * 
racles might be the effect of Nature or the i 


Devil; and Prophecies of Forgery or Conjec- 


ture: — that the wonderful Progreſs of Chri- 


ſtianity might be owing to the conſtancy and 
courage of its Patrons, or to ſome favour- 
able juncture of affairs at that time of the 


world: — That the excellency. of its compo- 


ſition might not have God for its Author, 


but men of concealed learning and deep pene- 


tration : — That even the important article of 
the Reſurrection, the baſis and foundation of 
the whole ſcheme of Chriſtianity, might only 
be the laſt and moſt refined invention of politic 


heads to give a ſanction to their precepts, and 
Aniſh their ſyſtem: — All theſe particularz, 


I fay, are poſible, but not one of them is probable 


not one of them has the leaſt 1 or even 


air "oe 1 
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| Of ak th 2 POTS _ Heathens 
wa on Miracles.” Ls 


} * 
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* 
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Have now ſhewn in ſuch a manner as was 
propoſed, that Miracles when wrought are 


the Inſpiration of their Author ; and likewiſe 
that ſuch Miracles were really wrought in the 
Reign of Tiberius, and for the propagation of 


Chriſtianity; ; I come now to the conſideration 
of the main deſign; which is the frrong pre- 


ſumption againſt this proof of Revealed Reli- 
gion in general, ariſing from the principles and 
conduct of the Heathens, who in fact we ſee 


could reſiſt the ſtrong light of the Goſpel, and 


{lightly paſs over the moſt remarkable occur- 
rences that 904 Hiſtory had. produced. | yi 


# 


As Haman Nature i is 5 fame i in all 1 


and Countries, and, excepting ſome refinements ; 


* 


ji certain occaſions a ſufftent Teſtimony of 


5 


— 


and corru pode of Education, muſt be influ- 
enced in the ſame manner; it is plain that this 
proof of Miracles muſt be either defective in 
its Nature, or elſe that there muſt be ſome- 


thing extremely fingular in the ſituation and 
| circumſtances or the Heathen World. 


X 


This Gngulrity which in reality 3 is the > 
and which in treating on this ſubject has not 
met with the conſideration it * deſerved, I ſhall 
now endeavour to account for; after having firſt 
laid it down as the baſis of this work; That a 
Diſregard of Miracles in general was not put 
on by them to ſerve ſome particular purpoſes, 
but was really a principle that influenced their 

| | oh | AC 


Minutius Fzlix and after him Saint Cyprian ſeem 
willing to account for this, though their manner of ac- 
counting for it is really more ſtrange than the fact itſelf; 
| fince the whole of what they ſay amounts in effect to us 

more than that the world was bewitched. - 


<< Tpſe Saturnus, et Serapis, et Jupiter, et quicquid 
© Dzmonum colitis, victi dolore, quod ſunt, eloquuntur 
* nec utique in turpitudinem ſui, nonnullis preſertim 
ec veſtrum aſſiſtentibus, mentiuntur. Ipſis teſtibus eſſe 
eos Dæmonas de ſe verum confitentibus credite : Ad- 


5 jurati enim per — verum et ſolum, inviti, _ 


2 | 4 8 a 3 of 3 one 1 1 no 
thor, abſerration need be Ms. then, that of 


wiſe men would Rand on their bee againſt 
the ſurprize, which ſuch ſtrange and unuſual 
things are apt to occaſion; but likewiſe after 
they had cooly and deliberately examined the 
Whole Hiſtory of his Life, and tenour of uy 
Ae 


1 if; it bs ada and 95 Ge no time was 1 
ficient to cool the paſſions, and conquer the 
15 1 . 2 pre- 


e l b et vel exiliunt ſtatim, vel 
« eyaneſcunt gradatim, prout fides patientis adjuvat, 
<< aut gratia curantis aſpirat. Sie Chriſtianos de proximo 
6c fugitant, quos longe in cætibus per vos laceſſebant. 
c Ideo inſerti mentibus imperitorum odium noftri ſerunt 
© gcculte per timorem. Naturale eſt enim et odiſſe quem 
4c times, et quem metueris infeſtare, fi poſſis. Sic occu- 
pant animos, et obſtruunt pectora, ut ante nos incipiant, 
* homines odiſſe, quam noſſe: ne cognitos aut ĩmitari poſ- 
4c ſint, aut damnare non poſſint. Met. Fel, _ 
rin. de Idolor. Vanitat. 


c4 


yy Fn been brought up wth 457 50 eneratic 
for Miracles at all, they could not dy 
| have abuſed thoſe of our Saviour ſo much ; 
and the little T. ricks of Fe Fefus, which Euſebius 
informs us they called them, was, in this eaſe, 
an appellation too mean and eee for 
| 5 in . —_ to o give, e 2 
ut let us pet this to | Prejudice a; 
1 us allow that the ſpirit and heat of op- 
poſition might make them act againſt the 
ſtrongeſt light, and moſt powerful means of 
| conviction ; yet in other caſes, where this op- 
poſition could not probably have ſo great force, 
we ſee the. lame turn of mind, the fame indif- 


ference _—_ 


F 
* 9 
4 


Pilate did not rem to fall in with the pre- 
judices of the Jeus, nor to be heated with 
their rancour and oppoſition to Chrift; nay he 
was rather convinced of the innocence of his 


fe, 
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the whole aſſembly to ſhew 
ſhare in the murther of a P 
ord, that he f und no fault at all- 
| gly abfied and ; 
t muſt be his e conduct on any other ſuppoß- 


9 T_ that which we are con 


* 


2 
* 
* 
* 


1 ——— 
kingdom on Earth, and yet not to diſcover fro 
j — er ar of _ Miracles that his kin 
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to lite: a more . opini ion . Mirades; ; 
but for that very reaſon theſe acts are ſuſpected: 
but however that be, it is better to take our 
account of Pilates conduct from the unerring . 
authority of Scripture than from the precarious 
one of them; eſpecially as this example will 
N What credit and authority theſe Acts have is much : 


di ſputed; that there were ſome ſent to Rome is probable, 
— as it * was the cuſtom fo to do; 3 


. 10 N ; my, a 
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: * Exſeh, Hiſt, L. 2. c. 2. wy TOY r Eg "+ x" 
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a 8 


bean Gio content with the mar ny: it wil I 
be produced 8 7 


With the ſame 1 hen wi uc 

one Heathen Governour treated the pretenſions 
treated the pretenſions of the Apoſtles; and yet 
with theſe the ſpirit and power of their Maſter 

muſt be ſuppoſed to reſide; and we know 
likewiſe from their Hiſtory that they were 
not at all deficient in the 0 eee 


operations. 


Even the very ſhadow wy Peter had moſt 
ſingular effects; and when Paul, as the Scrip- 


tures inform us, was preſſed 1 in the Spirit to 
Proven 


is not eaſy for us to diſcover; ſince many were forged on 
both ſides, by the »Chriſtians heightening the reputation of 
of their Maſter, by the © Heathens leſſening it, ſo as to 
put them into the hands of their children, to make them 
blaſpheme Chriſt, 
Juſtin Martyr and Tertullian are the two principal 
Perſons that inſiſt on them; the laſt of which ſays that 
Tiberius from theſe acts defied the Senate to admit Chriſt 


into the number of their Gods; which * Faber 
Iu” 


b A. Iu on the Chriſtian Religion. 
© Pearſont Lection. in AF, Apoft. Lect. 4. 2 Hi. Log. 


a Fab. 3 Se. Lz. | 


and when OED of this be N 
ſome Converts in the place, and the Jeus ac- 
| 2 him to the Governor; the Governour 
x diſregarded the accuſation, and thought 
that der the Jeuiſb, nor Chriſtian preten- 
ſions could concern him at all: nay, when 
Synagogue was beat, and the aſſembly was in 
danger of growing diſorderly and tumultuous; 
yet He looked upon the whole with uniform 
neglect, and in the language of n . 
Jer none _ Ton ae . 3 


3 to confute at large. Tertullian in the Ha 
Apology ſays, that Pilate was in his heart a Chriſtian; 
and indeed if he was not, the various things faid by him 
to have been related in theſe Acts in favour of Chrift, 
will bear hard upon Tertullian's teſtimony in this matter. 


Ads 18. St. Paul was ce ſo eminent for theſe 
miraculous powers amongſt the Heathens, that Julian 
ſingles him out as the greateſt Magician that ever exiſted. 
A 5 79 roy Wares warraxd T5 Wwrore Youras 2 
d raredsas N HbA. 
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Ia, 


KY ſtill it 1 Gd; that ki. 


| angry, , yet they 
Well then; in the lives of their own Philoſo- 
phers they could have no paſſion of this kind 
to ſeduce them; and yet their Miracles have 
no ſtreſs laid on them at all; neither *Ag;fegs 


eg was 
, againſt which though they: were not 
muſt have various prejudices.— 


nor Pythagoras gained their credit in the world 


on this account : — the latter eſpecially was 
not much more eſteemed for his thigh of Gold 
than one of Fleſb: and it was not his being ſeen 


in *two diſtant places at once, that gave ſuch a 


ſplendour to his name, as his being placed ſo 


High in venerable Antiquity, with the 


remarkable auſterity of his life, 1 ſingularity 


of his opinions. Though indeed notwithſtand- 
ing all this, he is not yet more eminent than 
ſome Philoſophers, who had neither the ad- 
vantages of his age, the reputation of his man- 
ners, nor Pg to his wonder. 855 

. | Neither 


5 ia is three times mentioned by Strabo; in two 
of which he is ſaid only to be the Author of the Arima ſ- 
pean Verſes, and the Maſter of Homer ; in the third, 


which is here quoted, to be the Author of theſe Verſes, 


and a great Magician: ſo that the Worker of Miracles 
we ſee is made inferior to the Poet. Maximus Tyrius uſes 
him in much the ſame manner, excepting that he ſeems 


to encreaſe his Philoſophy, and TE his Wonders. 


Str ab. 


gu 
* informuch ume re acco 


cipal, uſe. he made of it was „ 
"Into an Oxe's and bid him 


= 5 hos 1 p 0 . — 


fore him: accordingly we are informed by the 
i writer of bis life, that Adefus faw. him 
conjure up two boys from the fou 
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Strab, L. I. L. 13. L. 14, Ai. Tyr, Dittert, 16. 36. 


Edit. Mark. | Herodot. L. 4. Plin. Nat. Hiſt, L. 710 g. 52. 

*Biledben & i giag 9 ron 0b Ag | ; 

lv txrwv, ang org ii rig . „ 
5 Metapontum et Tauromenium in a hah and. Sein, 

Porphyr. de vit. Pyth. p. 8, „ 

* Jamblieb. vit. Pythag. nde ibid. p. I 7. Edit. Hul, 

5 Eunapius de vit. Philoſophorum i in Jamblicho. _ - 
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Gaderi, not only i | 


tors, but even to that of his Diſciples, who had 
leſs reaſon for it, as they had neee 


by him of a e Rn. Hef 


deed ſlightingly both of this M iracle of Fom- 


Oth bers that he ee n 


bhchus, and ſome 
ed, which peculiarity in hi wil 
hereafter : at preſent 1 nk obſerve, that 


Philoſophers are not the only Perſons of Anti- 
quity to whom Miracles are aſcribed and dif. 
regarded; when Suetonius informs us of the 
two wonderful Cures per formed on the blind 
and lame man by Veſpaſian, who came to him 
them in a viſion ; his obſer vation on this re- 
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markable occaſion pi that fince this r hap- 
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ce tes. Auctoritas, et quaſi majeſtas quzdam, ut ſcilicet 
60 inopinato et adhuc novo Ar] deut, hæc quoque 
« acceſſit. Sueton. in Veſpaſiatt. c. 7 7 
Then follow the Miracles; but we ſhall ſeo hereafter 
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appellation even of a. God, RG Tye" be looked 8. 1025 As no 
extraordinary things. 

n Suetonius adds, that this was done inſtinctu Vatici- 


nantium; a8 if Miracles alone were not ſufficient on this 
7 "YO, 


yh. 90G 
% 


nened 10 —_— on het very day PE the 
Hwy cane to'lim'ofithe: Defeat of Vitelliue, 
it N be a good Omen of his ſucceſs, and 
add ſome weight to his proceedings. And as 
it were for fear that we ſhould miſtake him in 
regard to the dignity theſe Miracles might add 
aracter, he a ene, N 
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margin: 


e and 3 be joined to 
them to ſupport an upſtart Emperor, who yet had Ig all 
| other princely virtues to endear him to his People. 
C per idem tempus Tegzz in Arcadia inſtinctu vatici- 
0 nantium effoſſa ſunt ſacrato loco vaſa operis antiqui, at - 
| = in iis aſſimilis Veſpaſiani imago. Sueten, ibid. 
2 Ea tempeſtate ſupervenit quædam Mulier qua A. 
_ © ceret ſomnio ſe monitam, ut inſinuaret Adriano, ne ſe 
6 occideret, quod eſſet bene valiturus ;\ quod cum non 
6 feciflet, eſſe cœcatam: juſſam tamen iterum Adriano ea 
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peror from: his: fever ; although, ſays the Hiſ 
torian, ſome were of opinion that theſe thiop © 
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quo facto, et ipſe oculos recepit, et Adrianum febris 
< reliquit : quamvis Marius Maximus hc per ſimulatio- | 
t nem facta commenoret.” Spurtian. vit. Aurian. * 55 
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it was more than a trick. However What the Hiſtorian 
ſuppoſes is one thing, the real eve 1 a 
doubt as we have * it. | Fe 
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& brillante lumiere que I Evangile aL pandu dans les 
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« Toute Puiſſance, qui paroit dans la maniere d' agir Je 
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owing to the cauſe we are conſidering, there 
18 ſomething 1 in it extremely unaccountable; , 
we may ſee in the books quoted below * what 


was the opinion of the Fathers in regard 
to the aboyementioned Prophecies, Which 


they looked upon as an expreſs. de 


claration 


of God againſt the power of men to, rebuild 
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the Temple at Jeruſalem; and that o 
was ſo prevalent, that we find St. 
(who was Biſhop of Ferujalem at the time of 
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body of the Chriſtians with utter extirpation; be 
aſſured his Brethren that theſe menaces were 
yain, that the prophecies of Chrift-were certain, 
and never could fail; and ſince he had aſſured 
the world that another Temple ſhould never 
be rebuilt, they might calmly, reſt , in "oat _ 
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in the Church; - he could not in all 
| probabiiey be ignorant of this; and his Hiſ- | 
torian likewiſe, from what we have mentioned 
of him before, ſeems to be as little. liable to. 
this charge : if therefore they knew that the 
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niſi vetuſtas ea certa eſſe docuiſſet. Cicer. de Legib. L. 2. 
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Eu ſebius confutes this 1255 by the inconſiſtency of 
it with the principles of Apollonius, who, being a ſtrict 
Pythagorean, could not eat any fleſh, and of conſequence 
not the heart or liver of Dragons. Euſeb, cont. Hieroc. c. 10. 

t Philoſt. L. 3. c. 45. L. 5. c. 42. L. b. c. Io. L. 3. c. 14. 
The Sciapodes Apollonius by his enquiry only ſeemed very 
willing to believe, but the Perſons he aſked could not 
aſſure him that they really exiſted. The reaſon of their 
name is thus given by Pliny : Sciapodes dicuntur, quod 
in majori æſtu humi jacentes reſupini umbra ſe e 
co protegunt..” Plin, N. H. L. 7. %,. 
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becauſe he aſſures us, that only the Prieſts Garments 
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of a Stone. On this head, ſee Plut. de Defeat. Orac. 
Plin. N. H. L. 19. c. 40. Pearſon. Prolegom. in Hierocl, 
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related by Herodotus of the Navy of Terres toſſed in a 
F tempeſt of three days till ſtopped by the Magi. Olai. Hp. 
660 Gent. * W L. 3 Og L. 7. 
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3 © Again, Prodigi igia eo anno multa nunciata ſunt, quæ quo 5 
magis eredebant ſimplices' et religioſt homines, eo etiam . i 
plura i nunciabantur. __. - MN rn wn gs .Y 
Again, Turbido aliquo tempore, verſis in rel onem ä — 
3 multa viſa creditaque prodigia quæ non erant.' : 
ew „In civitate tanto diſcrimine belli ſollicita, quum | | ”— 


omnium Wenns un adverſorumque cauſas in Deos ver- 
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animos præclarorum hominum, quales iſti Tyndaridæ 

5 fuerunt, divinos fuiſſe et æternos, quam £08 qui ſemel 
eremati eſſent, equitare et in acie pugnare Potuiſle ? 5, 
And when Balbus ſtill urged Cotta, eee to re- 5 
i 1 preſent Cicero, with the great authorit a 
W Fable reſted ; he ſays, Rumoribus mecum pugnns; Balbe, 1 
1 eggs au tans K-26 rationes requiro. Cic, de Nat, Dear. 1.3 15 
f I Cicerode Divinat. L. 2. See the Hiſtory of theſe 
Prodigies in Cicero de Divin, ; 4. 4 3. 
Liv. 1. 36. The laſt of whom ſays, that after Nevis had 
ed this wonder in confirmation of augury, nothing 
| e eee it; but J ſuppoſe moſt Will agree with 

me that if it had depended on this, nothing would ever 

19 have been done by it at all. There is ſomething ſo like 

3 1 this mentioned by Diony/ius about the Election of the 
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tinction of the whole ſpecies of them with . . 

- Herculean firoke; and with the ſpirit and fre om 
of a modern Enquirer will allow nothing, 
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ds of. a Cn fo  whinfcalh ee for 
though he was moſt admirably ſkilled in all the arts of 
impoſing on the People, yet this was ſo croſs and untoz 
ward a circumſtance that he wanted all hg tricks, as well 
as the real aſſiſtance of his Goddeſs to aſſiſt him. 5 
But the Romans, however, as the ſame Dionyſius i in⸗ 5 
forms us, did in proceſs of time become ſenſible of this 
0 difficulty themſelves, and wiſely abated ſome Small portion. 
of its rigour by ordering the Augur to pronounce that the 
lightning had happened, when in reality it had not. And 
if this was likewiſe the caſe with che Whetſtone of Næpiugs 
and all the ſubſequent tranſactions of Augury, we may 

begin to ſee how the former was cut, and know how to 
agree with Livy in all the wonders "RY ks pp "OO 
celebrated operation. 
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non effet 2 05 contra Mp oiay an valeat, nu 
quam, quod non fieri potuerit, eſſe factum; ſin potuerit 
non eſſe mirandum, Cic. de Div. L. 2. :1 
Octauius in Minutius Felix ſeems to imitate this unhap- : 
pily; as the ſame reaſoning could not well be made uſe 
of by a Heathen who laughed at prodigies, and a Chriſtian 
who gffeemed them; by one who was endeavouring to re- 
duce them all to the level, and by another who, though he 
was obliged to rejeſt /ome, did yet found his faith on others. 
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